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Police Authority sets 3% precept increase
[10 February 2009] Leicestershire Police Authority met today and agreed a precept increase for the police budget for 2009/10 which equates to an additional 9.3p a week on top of the £3.08 that an average household already contributes towards their police service.
The Home Office continues to provide us with less funding than the national formula calculates we should receive.  The 3% precept this year will ensure the police can continue to provide some of the best Neighbourhood Policing in the country improve the protection of children and other vulnerable people in our society and continue to tackle the serious and organised crime gangs that deal in drugs, human trafficking and gun crime.
The Constabulary and its partners are committed to improving the service given to local people.   Leicestershire Constabulary was one of the first forces to sign up to the new Policing Pledge which outlines the ten promises which will drive the delivery of a policing service which is accessible and responsive to local needs.    

In the coming year the Police Authority and Constabulary will work towards achieving the Pledge and a new single national confidence target.  This measures the extent to which you, the public, think the police and local councils are dealing with the crime and anti-social behaviour issues that matter to you locally.  

Byron Rhodes, Chairman of the Police Authority, said: 
“After the large increase in Council Tax which we had to ask for last year we have been able to stabilise the Authority’s finances and recruit more police officers. This year we have been able hold to an increase in line with inflation and the Government’s limit. We are continuing the campaign to get a fairer funding settlement from the Government for Leicestershire police.”
……………………………..ENDS…………………………..

NOTE TO EDITORS:

1. The Police Authority met to determine the budget and set the precept on Tuesday 10th February 2009.

2. Mr Rhodes’ photo can be downloaded from the Leicestershire Police Authority website:   http://www.leics-pa.police.uk/about_members.php  
3. Leicestershire Police Authority monitors the Leicestershire Constabulary, which polices the area of Leicester City, Leicestershire and Rutland.
4. Police Authorities are independent bodies made up of local people.  Police Authorities hold the Police Force to account on behalf of local communities.
5. Local Police Authorities along with the Home Secretary and Chief Officers of Police make up the tripartite relationship which is responsible for the governance of policing in England and Wales.

