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Leicestershire Police Authority
your council tax explained

We believe consulting with the public 
is important. We need to find out what 
YOUR local issues are and YOUR views 
on policing and what YOU think of the 
work the police do in your area. A total 
of 3048 people were questioned during 
2007 about their local policing issues.

45% of people said that they were  
satisfied with the service the police 
provided in their local area.  40% indicated 
that they felt dissatisfied.  People 
between the ages of 25 – 34 years and 
over 75 years indicated the highest levels 
of satisfaction whilst people between 
the ages of 35 – 54 years indicated the 
highest levels of dissatisfaction with the 
service.

53% of people said that they felt safe in 
their local area.  45% said that they felt 
unsafe.  People aged between 65 – 74 
years felt safest in their local area whilst 
people aged between 35 – 44 years 
and 55 – 64 years indicated the highest 
levels of feeling unsafe.

Anti-social behaviour, motoring offences 
and drug/alcohol abuse were the top 
priorities that people believed the 
police should focus on over the next 12 
months.

Dear Council Tax payer,
 
As you will see in your Council Tax bill 
the cost of policing has gone up this 
year by 15.43%. That is 41p per week 
for a Band D Council Tax payer raising 
it to £3.08 per week per household. If 
your property is rated Band C or below 
you will pay less and of course more for 
Band E and above. The purpose of this 
note is to explain why.
 
Leicestershire Police are judged by 
outside inspectors to be excellent for 
local policing and among the most 
efficient in the country for the use 
of resources. But for some years we 
have been under funded by the Home 
Office because the national formula 
for allocating the government grant 
has not been implemented. In the last 
two years we lost out by £6 million 
and over the next three years we now 
know we will lose another £9 million. 
To maintain a balanced budget last year 
we had to reduce the establishment by 
30 police officers and hold back on the 
recruitment of 30 more. This has had a 
significant effect on both local policing 
and our ability to tackle major crime.
 
Our strategic assessment shows that we 
must put more resources into dealing 
with child protection, management of 

sex and violent offenders, gun crime, 
organised crime, drug dealing, and 
24/7 emergency response – all of which 
affects everyone. At the same time we 
know that everyone wants to see local 
and neighbourhood policing improved. 
So we have decided to recruit another 
105 police officers and 22 specialist 
staff. 30 of the police officers will be 
deployed into local policing to replace 
those lost last year. The remainder will 
be allocated to dealing with the rising 
threats from major crime. The increase 
in the council tax will pay for these 
posts.
 
Our aim is to provide Leicestershire 
Constabulary with the officers and 
resources they need to do the job. We 
know that some of you will find this a 
significant increase to bear on top of 
your other household bills so we shall do 
all we can to ensure that it is a one off 
adjustment. In future years we hope to 
keep increases down to around the rate 
of inflation.

Yours sincerely,

Byron Rhodes
Police Authority 
Chairman

Consultation 2007

A message from the Chairman of the Police Authority 
and the Chief Constable of Leicestershire Constabulary

Your views are important, please take a moment to fill in this form and and return it to usYour views
What do you think of the job your Police Force does in your local area? (please tick the appropriate box)

q I am HAPPY with the police service q I am NEITHER happy nor unhappy with the police service q I am NOT happy with the police service

Generally speaking, how safe do you feel in your local area? (please tick the appropriate box)

q I feel safe ALL of the time q I feel safe MOST of the time q I feel unsafe MOST of the time q I feel unsafe ALL of the time

Other reason? ......................................................................................................................................................................................
You do not have to give this information, but it will help us monitor our service if you do:-

Do you consider yourself to be disabled? Yes q No q Your postcode:

Your age: 18-24 q 25-34 q 35-44 q 45-54 q 55-64 q 65-74 q 75+ q Are you: Male q Female �q

Matt Baggott
Chief Constable

Which of the following areas of policing makes you feel that way? (please tick only one box)

Other reason? ......................................................................................................................................................................................

What is the main reason you say this? (please tick only one box)

q The area where I live q I have been a victim of 
crime

q Police presence in 
community

q Information available 
about personal safety

q Access to police services



Public consultation is vitally important to 
us.  The information we collect through 
consultation on your local policing 
service influences the decisions made 
by the Authority in setting the Police 
objectives. For a full report on our 2007 
consultation results and to see your local 
policing priorities please visit our website 
www.leics-pa.police.uk or call 0116 229 
8980.  Request to join our consultation 
panel for a chance to win a FREE PRIZE 
of a family ticket to a great day out at a 
local award winning attraction.

Important: Complete and return for 
FREE the questionnaire included on this 
leaflet to VOICE YOUR VIEWS on your 
local policing service.

Any questions regarding finances 
should be addressed to:

The Treasurer
Leicestershire Police Authority
St Johns
Enderby
LE19 2BX

Tel: 0116 229 8980
Email: police.authority@leicestershire.
pnn.police.uk 
 
Copies of this leaflet are available 
in other languages from the Police 
Authority Office on request.

Why YOUR views are important

The 2008/09 Budget
The Police Authority has 
approved a budget of £164.7 
million, this is an increase of 
£10 million on 2007/08.

07/08 08/09

£m £m

Gross spending 161.4 171.6

Less income -6.7 -6.9

Budget requirement 154.7 164.7

Less

Police Grant -62.8 -64.3

Revenue Support Grant -7.0 -6.2

Business Rate -41.7 -44.2

Collection Fund Surplus -0.3 -0.1

From Council Tax Payer 42.9 49.9

Band D Council Tax £138.96 £160.40

The increase in Band D Council Tax equates 
to less than 41.2 pence per week. The Police 
Authority owns assets valued at £100 million. 
The debt outstanding is £20 million.

The increase is due to the following:
£m

Essential growth 3.8

Pay and price increases 5.7

Pay increments 1.2

Reduction in use of reserves 1.0

Other 0.8

12.5

Less

Removal of 07/08 one off growth 0.2

Efficiency savings 1.5

Other 0.8

Net Increase 10.0

The Government is expected to provide a 
total of £9.9 million in specific grants. These 
include part payment for Crime-fighting 
fund officers and Police Community Support 
Officers.

Chief Executive
Leicestershire Police Authority
St. Johns
Enderby
Leicester
LE19 2BX

BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE
Licence No. LE 4949

How the gross revenue 
budget is spent

Police officer costs 61%

Police staff costs 23%

Other 16%

Capital spending
Property 2.6

Vehicles 1.0

IT and Other 3.7

Total 7.3

Funded from

Borrowing 4.6

Capital grant 2.1

Other grants & receipts 0.6

Total 7.3

Staff numbers
Projected numbers are:

In addition 33 officers are on 
secondment and there are 
196 special constables.

£m

1.4.08 1.4.09

2,229 Police officers 2,344

1,467 Police staff 1,416

226 PCSOs 229

3,922 Total 3,989


